
ST. FRANCIS REGION SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM


St. Francis Region has a scholarship program to enable members of the Region to attend approved national workshops, seminars and other educational programs related to the Secular Franciscan Order, or of benefit to the members of the Order.  The Scholarship Fund is also used to fund such programs within the Region, whereby outside speakers/educators can be brought into the Region for the benefit of the members of the Order.  The intent and purpose of the scholarship program is to assist the members of the Order in St. Francis Region to become better prepared to assert ownership of our Order.  Although the friars of the First Order provided Spiritual Assistants to the members of our Order since its beginning, and are still available from time to time to give to us the benefit of their own intense and thorough Franciscan education, they are no longer able to provide Spiritual Assistants to each fraternity.  It is anticipated, therefore, that all applicants will become available to share the training/education they have received with other members of the Region.


In order to make the programs available to as many members of the Region as can reasonably benefit from them, some scholarships may be awarded on a matching funds basis, whereby the Region’s scholarship fund will provide one-half the funding required for an applicant to attend the requested program.  Applicant’s fraternities are encouraged to provide the other half in such cases.
 


The scholarship program is open to all members of St. Francis Region.  Awarding of scholarships will be based on the past service of the member to the Order and the anticipated future service of that member to the Order.  Scholarships for attendance at formation programs will be awarded first to present formation directors, or those who have shown their willingness and ability to serve as a formation director, such as by attendance at the Region’s Lay Spiritual Assistant/Formators course and local formation programs.  Scholarships for attendance at Spiritual Assistants Conferences will be limited to those who are certified Spiritual Assistants or those in the training course to become certified Spiritual Assistants.  If other specialized courses or conferences are available, appropriate limiting qualifications may be stated for those, and will be publicized along with information about the course or conference.

ST. FRANCIS REGION 

Secular Franciscan Order

  Scholarship Application

APPLICATION FOR REGIONAL SCHOLARSHIP

Personal Information:

Name:      ______________________________________


Email:      ______________________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone:           __________________________________________

Cell / Other Phone:  __________________________________________

Describe the course/seminar/workshop for which you are asking for funding: _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

SFO Information:

What fraternity do you belong to: ____________________________________________

Date and place of profession:__________________________________________________________

If you have been a member of another fraternity, please state when, and the circumstances of your

changing fraternities (transfer, etc.):_____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have a certificate of completion of the Region’s Lay Spiritual Assistants/Formators program?  If so, please attach a copy. _____________________________________________________________

Service to SFO:

What elected positions have you held in your fraternity (or previous fraternity - state which) and dates of service:____________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________

In what other capacity have you served your fraternity (position and dates):______________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

If you have served in any position at the Regional level, describe, with dates: _____________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Fraternity Support:

Have you presented information about this program to the Council of your fraternity?______________

If you have not, please do so before you submit this application.

Do you have the support and approval of your Council?____________________Signature of your 

minister or secretary is evidence of that support.___________________________________________




 (Signature of Minister/Secretary)

Financial Information:

What is the cost of the program for which you are seeking this scholarship?______________________

Where is it located?__________________________________________________________________

If you have costs associated with traveling to the program location, what are those costs? __________

How will you be traveling?  (Plane, car, etc.) ______________________________________________

How much is your fraternity willing to contribute to the cost of this program? _____________________

How much of the travel cost are you willing or can you afford to pay? ___________________________

How much of the tuition or program fees are you willing or can you afford to pay? _________________

Please attach the following to your application:


One-page essay detailing:

o
Why you want this scholarship.    

o
In what way you will use the training/education you receive, for the benefit of your fraternity.

o
In what way you will use the training/education you receive, for the benefit of St. Francis Region.

o
Why you should be chosen to receive a scholarship.

o
Goals in your Franciscan life which the training/education you receive will help you achieve.

o
Anything else you believe is relevant. 

· One or more letters of recommendation (no more than three) from persons knowledgeable about your Franciscan life and your suitability for additional training/education. 

· A copy of the program information. 

If you are selected, the funds will be provided to you directly or in a check made payable to the sponsor of the program which you wish to attend, at the option of the scholarship committee.  Please provide the information below as to that program:

Name of program:______________________________

Contact person:_____________________________________________________________________

      Address & telephone of that person:  _________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Scholarship winners will be notified by the scholarship chairperson and all funds will be distributed by the Treasurer of St. Francis Region. 

Award Limitations:  Applicants are not eligible to win more than one scholarship per calendar year. 

Disclaimer: Neither St. Francis Region of the Secular Franciscan Order, the National Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order, nor their members, agents or representatives (hereafter “SFO”) are responsible for the quality of any training or education received with this scholarship.  The undersigned, on behalf of herself/himself, her/his successors and assigns, hereby releases the SFO of any and all liability arising from or related to this scholarship and the training or educational program to which it applies and agrees to indemnify, defend and hold the SFO harmless from any loss that may occur as a result of or relating to said program." 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the information I have given is true and correct and that I meet the application requirements for this award.  If I am declared the recipient of this scholarship, I agree to the terms of disbursement of funds for this award.  I also understand that this application will be disqualified if incomplete or if postmarked after the deadline.


Signed:  ______________________________________________

Date:  ____________________

	Send the entire application in .doc or .pdf format  to:

rayhardwick@sbcglobal.net
Note:  Due to ease of processing, it is preferable for you to send your application to the Regional  Scholarship Committee in this electronic manner.


	OR


	Send the completed application by mail to:

Ray Hardwick, SFO

Scholarship Chairman

21650 Temescal Canyon Rd., Spc. 68

Corona, CA 92883-7307




For Scholarship Committee use:

Application packet received on____________

Rev. 4/10



