 SLIDE I: TITLE                     
SAINT CLARE, ROLE MODEL YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW.
 SLIDE 2: YESTERDAY
In the great Franciscan movement of the thirteenth century an important part was played by the order of religious women, the Poor Clare Sisters, which had it’s beginning in the convent of San Damiano, Assisi.
Saint Clare in 1212 followed the advice of Saint Francis and went to San Damiano. She was the first woman to join Saint Francis’s order. She was soon surrounded by a number of ladies attracted by the holiness of her life. Among the first to join her were several immediate relatives, including her sister Agnes, her Mother, Aunt and Niece. Thus was formed the nucleus of the new order, the Second Order of St. Francis, usually enclosed. 
SLIDE 2: YESTERDAY
Clare was born in Assisi, a contemporary of Saint Francis, but a member of the aristocracy. Her father was a knight and her mother, Ortolana, was an adventurous and courageous woman who raised her daughters to be independent women in a devout household. Clare’s father Favarone, is not mentioned very much so he may have died young.
Ortolana was fearful of childbirth but was promised, in a vision, that her daughter would be a great light that would illuminate the world.
Clare means Light.
At the age of 17 or 18 Clare left home and joined the newly approved order founded by Francis. Her family tried to take her home by force, but she clung to the altar and defied them.  She had sold her possessions and given the money to the poor. Clare had been “tonsured” by Francis, a sign of consecration.
Francis had a special love for all these sisters and promised to care for them as he would his brothers.  
Clare’s gift, or Charism, was to live the Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is the first line of her Rule…as it is of the Rule of all Franciscans. This was the source of Clare’s energy, a driving force that compelled her to action.
SLIDE 3: YESTERDAY 
She taught her followers to stay close to the Son of God who became for us the way and the life, and our model. Poverty was the pearl of the Gospel for Clare-living without anything as one’s own but trusting in God’s love and providence.
Personal Story: Arriving in America
SLIDE 3: YESTERDAY CONT.
Clare loved Jesus in His Incarnation, his Passion and Death, and in the Eucharist-
The Crib, the Cross, and the Eucharist
In the Incarnation Clare saw that Jesus had stripped himself of everything in order to become one of us…an invitation to radical poverty and commitment to those who have less.  She was not advocating the kind of want and misery in which many of our brothers and sisters live, but the kind that recognized that everything is a gift of God and therefore given for the benefit of all.
She also recognized that the Incarnation made us co-creatures, dependent on one another, responsible for our brothers and sisters, and for our Mother Earth.  

SLIDE 3:YESTERDAY CONT.
Clare lived the Passion and Death of Jesus, but saw there the great redemptive love of God.  The Passion and Death leads us to the Resurrection.  Suffering was not an end in itself… it led to Resurrection and new life.   
PERSONAL Story: Guatamala, Poverty, Joy in the Lord
The Eucharist was for Clare another sign of the abiding presence of God with us.  She advised her sisters to receive communion much more often than the once a year then required by the Church.
Even when ill she wove and made linen corporals so that the poor local churches 
would have what was necessary to reserve the Blessed Sacrament with dignity.
SLIDE 3 cont.
When the Saracens attacked her convent she asked that the container with the Blessed Sacrament be brought to her and the Saracens left without doing any damage.  With the Eucharist she was nourished and gained the strength to serve and defend her sisters and her people.
Another great love of Clare was sisterhood and contemplative prayer. Her prayer was transforming.  Her prayer led her to love her sisters and brothers, and living and sharing with them led her back to prayer.
She was a loving sister and mother.  She was firm, but flexible in her dealings. Half hearted service was not in her nature.  
SLIDE 3: YESTERDAY CONT.
However, she could be stubborn when her vocation or following of the Lord was concerned.  When the Pope offered to absolve her from her vow of poverty so that she could own property she replied that he could absolve her from her sins but not from following the radical poverty of Christ.  (He was not too impressed by her refusal!)
On another occasion the friars were forbidden to enter the monasteries of nuns, but Clare took it for granted that this did not apply to her since she considered herself part of the order.  When she was told that it did apply to her monastery, she dismissed the friars who begged for the corporal needs of the sisters,
Saying, that if she was denied the spiritual food of visits from the friars, she did not want the bread they provided.  In other words, she went on hunger strike!  The Pope Gregory IX, who knew her of old, told the Minister General to reason with her but the prohibition was lifted. The friars were allowed to enter her monastery.
SLIDE 3: YESTERDAY CONT.

Clare was a woman of freedom, and of common sense!  When she first joined,  Francis gave her a very simple FORM OF LIFE.  Later, because the fourth Lateran Council forbade the approval of “new” rules, she was given the Benedictine rule.  This is an enlightened rule but not what Clare felt called to.  Hugolino, later Gregory IX gave her a Form of life also. 
SLIDE 3: YESTERDAY CONT.
Finally, as Clare was not happy, that any rule she was given, expressed her vocation, she wrote her own rule which was finally approved by the pope a couple of days before her death. It was the first rule written by a woman, for women.  
It is flexible, humane and based on the Gospel and the rule of Francis.  For example, women were expected to be cloistered, and that was all right with Clare.  However, she stipulated that the sisters were free to go out, if there was a good reason, worthy of approval.  The whole rule is a masterpiece of prudence and openness, designed for mature women who were fully capable of running their own monastery.
SLIDE 4: YESTERDAY 
Clare did not talk a lot about prayer, but she expected the practice of contemplation to change a person’s way of acting. 
 She wrote, “Gaze upon Him, Reflect on Him, Contemplate Him, and desire to IMITATE him.  All that gazing and reflection had to be made visible in one’s way of life, it was not meant to be a “head trip”.
Reflection Motto: Holy Hour, Home and Jail Visits etc.
Today, many of the Clares live in enclosure, as Clare did. Our group was dispensed from enclosure two centuries ago so that we could respond to the needs of the time to teach poor children.  This promise led us to teaching and pastoral ministries. 
Today her wisdom continues to inspire, guide and challenge 800 years after her death.

SLIDE  5: TODAY
The cloistered Poor Clares and the Sisters of Saint Clare live Clare’s rule, with different Constitutions.  We love our enclosed sisters and value their way of life.
We, also, value our fraternal relationship with our brothers of the First Order and our brothers and sisters of the Third Order

     There is always a creative tension in Franciscans as we try to balance a profound prayer life with the needs of God’s people.

As members of the second order, we are contemplatives in action, whose prayer 
leads to action and our activities lead us to prayer.
SLIDE  5: TODAY CONT.

 The Minister General, of the Franciscans, Jose Rodriguez Carballo, has many times renewed the promise of Francis, that he would have the same concern for the Clares as he has for the brothers.
     All over the world, the Poor Clares can be found in cloisters, schools hospitals, parishes, rural, farming and urban communities; and in Third World nations.
They serve in varied ministries.

SLIDE 6: TODAY 
The sisters meet at Chapter Meetings every four years and other meetings, as needed, to meet the challenges of the future.
With financial assistance, our sisters in Guatemala and El Salvador, are educating the poor to  practice better farming techniques: raising new and different crops such as fruit trees; making and using organic fertilizers;  using modern breeding techniques and vaccinating the animals; raising chickens and pigs and farming Tilapia;  and then marketing their crops and produce. 
SLIDE 7: TODAY 
The sisters face these challenges head on: vocations, health care for aging nuns, financial burdens, etc.
As Clares we review our Gospel living, our dedication to minorities, our prayer, and our love for all creation.
As we approach the 800th anniversary of Francis this year and 2012 for Clare, we as the followers of St. Francis and St. Clare give thanks for what has been and renew the grace of our beginnings as we forge on to the future.
SLIDE 8: TOMORROW
The Minister General, Jose Rodriguez Carballo challenges us for the future to, “Imitate the creativity and undaunted courage of Clare as you strive to live in creative and joyful faithfulness ,the way of life she handed down to you….to bear witness as persons united around the person of Christ.”
SLIDE 9:   IN A WORLD:
Where there is DARKNESS,
the values of the Kingdom of God are violated in disrespect for the dignity of every person, especially in the progressive impoverishment and oppression of the most vulnerable people;
    in the breakdown of families, inter community conflict and war; in the abandonment of God in preference to materialism and secularization; in disregard for life itself  and the threat to creation, and in the unjust structures which cause and sustain this darkness.
SLIDE 10:  IN A WORLD
Where there is LIGHT, 
     we know, the wonders of God’s creation are abundantly evident in the variety, vitality and expanse of all living things; in the example of heroic love and holiness among people of all walks of life and all classes, creeds and races; in the universal stirring among poor and oppressed people to claim their rightful place in society; in a new consciousness of the brotherhood and sisterhood  of all people’s; in a new found regard for the Earth; and in the continuing presence of the Holy Spirit prompting renewal in our congregation and the wider Church.
We the sisters of St. Clare are called daily to reflect on the mirror that is, Jesus Christ, and become a reflection of Him to all we meet, as we face the challenges of tomorrow.
SLIDE 11: TOMORROW
OUR MISSION,  THEREFORE, 
AS SISTERS OF ST. CLARE, IS----
TO BRING THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST TO ALL CREATION BY OUR PROPHETIC WITNESS TO GOSPEL VALUES, AS WOMEN IN A LOVING COMMUNITY, CONTEMPLATING THE POOR CHRIST AND SERVING THE POOR, AMONG WHOM WE LIVE.
SLIDE 12: TOMORROW
We seek to fulfill our mission in the spirit of Francis and Clare by- -
        Living a simple lifestyle, among the poor so that our prayer is grounded in an encounter with the poor suffering Christ in today’s world.
        Sharing our contemplative life with others, journeying with them and engaging, empowering and collaborating with them in mission.
        Addressing the root causes of injustice and speaking out as a voice for the voiceless.
SLIDE 13: TOMORROW
         Being prophetic women, part of the church, radiating hope and reconciliation and promoting life and peace, justice and the integrity of creation.
· Responding to the changing needs of the poor in our apostolic works.
· Sustaining our missionary effort so that we may be evangelized as we seek to bring the Good News to other peoples and cultures.
· Forming contemplative women of diverse cultures and harnessing their talents through good organization and leadership.
SLIDE 14: TOMORROW
Quoting again, our Minister General speaking to the Second Order, the Poor Sisters of St. Clare, on their feast day
· “ We and the world need to know that you are witnesses of the Resurrection of our Lord and, therefore, witnesses of the God of Life.
·  We and the world need to see in you that constant search for God, so as to make that search our own. 
·  We and the world need to share your creative fidelity with ardor in order to bear witness to all the Good News of the Gospel. 
·  We and the world need to place ourselves with you in the heart of the church to be Gospel people like Clare and Francis who shouted to all that God loves humanity.”
SLIDE 15: TOMORROW
Clare, like St. Paul, called on all of us Franciscans to know our vocation.  As Franciscans our vocation is to live the gospel.  We are called to be a mirror that reflects Christ.  So I ask myself,
Has the mirror become dusty?  
Does it need to be polished?
As we, all of us gathered here, are celebrating anniversaries, it is time to correct our course, 
renew our enthusiasm and make resolutions …and help one another to be faithful to our vocations. 
If we do NOT do this, 
the 800th anniversaries will simply be an exercise in nostalgia and pride.
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