Fraternity - Community
What it is not:   A college or university group
What it is:   Fraternity = Community; people united in common interest; Brotherhood (Sisterhood)
Examples:   Jesus and his disciples; Francis and his brothers (and sisters)

Fraternity: Francis’s Concept
Modeled after the Trinity: 
Fatherhood of God and brotherhood of Jesus Christ in union with the Holy Spirit;
The foundational relationship which creates the Church, brings us into unity 

Gifts of the Spirit (charism; grace)
Fraternity is a living gift experienced by each member, not just a meeting.
Francis said “The Lord gave me brothers”.

Fraternity is the Gospel reduced to its central perspective.
Community applies to:
The whole Church

All of mankind

All of God’s Creatures: (Canticle of Creatures)

The Need:  
Never has the charism of Francis been more needed than today, to offer the total Christ to a world which is falling apart and is afraid of a solidary (united) fraternity of all men without exclusion.

A universal fraternity coinciding with a universal solidarity and not a selective one according to one’s own interests or convenience: one chooses one’s friends but not one’s brothers and sisters, which is what renders, because of its indelible character, the fraternity very onerous.

(from address by Cardinal Roger Etchegaray at the Great Jubilee of Franciscans April 9, 2000)

The Spiritual Family of St. Francis in the Church: 

The Franciscan Family is:
1. Called to follow Christ 

a. Every vocation becomes a mission; a calling

b. Every person is called by God and sent, 

2. With Francis as the father of the Franciscan people

3. In life-giving union.

a. Franciscans exist primarily to be brothers, members of a fraternity.
The Secular Franciscan Order is:: 

1. An Organic union of all Catholic fraternities; an integral part of the Franciscan family

2. Led by the Spirit , striving for perfect charity in their secular state
3. Professed to live the gospel in the manner of Francis 

4. Following the approved rule which
b. Adapts to the needs of the Holy Church

c. In the conditions of changing times
The Way of Life
Living in community

Fraternity, the lived experience of togetherness   (How we live together)
1. Gift: A Gift to be discovered and lived out (Conversion) 
2. Free and responsible:  Based upon a free and responsible acceptance of a call 
3. Reflects the Father’s love: Fraternity life must reflect the Father loving us 
4. Dignity of people: Recognize the dignity of every person

5. Fraternity is to achieve communion; an essential element to accomplish the Eternal Project of the Father.

6. Called to build a more fraternal and evangelical world. 
7. Sense of community.  
8. Joyful

Fraternity of Love (Bound by bonds of love, generated by the Spirit and called by Christ)
1. Living in union


2. Respect of others


a. Accept all people as a gift of the Lord

b. Equal basis with all people.

3. Serving others


4. Humility
Being who we are   

(Franciscan)
5. Minority   Equal basis


(Franciscan)
a. Guest or beggar
b. Francis experience of majority (ruling class) and minority (the common people)
c. Minister is elected to serve the rest of the minors
6. Detachment; Simplicity


(Franciscan)
7. Enthusiasm, Joy



(Franciscan)
Christ centered

The Focal Point: Life in Christ, Through Christ, With Christ

1. Our relationship with Christ  (Our brother, our best friend)
2. Our Rule is the light and the help along the way towards Christ; the inspiration and guide to live together in fraternity
3. We need to know and develop our relationship with Christ.
4. We need to commit to living in union and conformity with Christ
5. Encounter the living and active person of Christ in their brothers and sisters 

Gospel Life

Foundations of our Gospel life

1. Abandoning our selfishness

2. Embracing ongoing conversion

3. Express the good experiences of our relationships. . 
a. To live and proclaim the experience of gospel living

b. To give witness to gospel living

c. To live in union with brothers and sisters

i. To live competently our proper responsibilities to building the kingdom

ii. Exercise their responsibilities competently in Christian spirit of service 
4. To bring about the mission of Christ for the world by our daily lifestyle  
Fraternity: A place of conversion – Of radical interior change  


1. A fraternity should be a place of conversion and a launching pad for apostolic activity of the members. (SFO Constitution Ch.3 "Life in Fraternity").
2. A human space where the Trinity dwells
3. The local fraternity is the center for spiritual growth, apostolic outreach, and loving union among members. Fraternity should be a place where we are offered an opportunity for conversion, for spiritual growth. There are two facets of Fraternity Life. One is internal calling and other is external calling, internal spiritual growth and external apostolic works. Both are important for the life of SFO.  The Rule of SFO calls Secular Franciscans to go from Gospel (conversion) to life (apostolate). 
4. Reciprocity: 

a. Fraternity exists through the mutual relation of each individual with all the others, taken individually.
b. Brothers receive one another as gift experiencing gratitude of receiving and the commitment of giving

c. We return God’s love by loving our brothers and sisters.  
Fraternity as Sacrament of Gospel Living. 

1. Living in union with Christ as the center and inspiration

2. Sacramental quality because:

a. An effective support system for evangelical growth

b. A productive experience of spiritual direction

c. A context of stability for grounding and mature Gospel values and praxis

d. A concrete, human manifestation of a deeper spiritual reality

e. A real sign of the Justice , Peace and Reconciliation of the Reign of God

Paschal  
(Easter or Passover – Moving from death to life)
1. Paschal dynamic process, which obliges each one to move - from self to others
a. From living just for oneself, to living for the others

b. From looking at things for our own sake, to living for the others;

c. From coveting, to oblation;
d. From self-centeredness, to donation of self.
2. By offering to others the gift of a loving and delicate care in everyday life, we celebrate the Easter of the Lord and bear witness that “we have passed from death to life”, because we love our brothers.

3. We must not expect others to love us, but we must love the others.

Sacramental Life


1. The Eucharist: Center of life in Fraternity 

The Eucharist as covenant, sacrifice, meal, celebration, community-builder, reconciliation, and life-style is a primary experience of intimate real presence to activate and actualize the union between the penitential and the loving Lord.
We need to be in communion with (participate) the Church and the sacraments.  We need to join others is liturgical prayer in one of the forms proposed by the Church.  This does not mean more Masses!

2. Prayer Life   
That we pray always is more important than what we pray;
Don’t use the same rote prayers.  You need to “pray”.
Fraternal Service


1. The service of "carrying one another's burdens"
a. How can you carry someone else’s burden if you don’t know what it is?
2. The service of good example
a. Fraternal life is the result of a humble and simple witness.
Vatican II: The Constitution of the Church in the Modern World

Documents of Vatican II, in particular, the Constitutions of the Church in the Modern World form the foundation of articles 15 through 19 or the Rule.

The nature of the Church is as a sign to the world of God’s love.

Life must be lived nobly, fully and with attention to our day-to-day obligations.

Marriage and the Family  
Love of this sort wells up from the fountain of divine love that flows from the fountain of Christ so that authentic married love comes from God.

Human Culture  
There is a new humanism in this world today which defines us first and foremost as responsible for each other.

It is the role of culture to develop the human spirit of wonder, understanding, contemplation, the formation of personal judgments, and the development of a religious moral and social sense of self.

Towards this end the rights of the individual and the needs of the community are both safeguarded within the limits of the common good.

Cultural development requires a freedom to search for truth, voice one’s mind and publicize one’s beliefs.  

Social-Economic Life  
Foster technical progress to provide for all,

Spirit of initiative and eagerness to create and expand enterprises, to aid productivity and provide hard work
The purpose is to be in the service of all humans in terms of their intellectual, moral and religious lives.

Carried out according to clear moral standards so that God’s desire for humans is realized
Christians who work for justice and take an active role in economic development are making a great contribution to the peace of the world.

Political Community Life  
The best way to achieve a political life that serves people is to foster an inner sense of justice, generosity and service of others.
Peace and the Community of Nations  
Peace is a harmony built into human nature by God, the divine Founder of all life, and is a direct outcome of justice.

Peace is not attained once and for all, but is constantly built up as people control their passions and governments remain vigilant.

Peace is the fruit of love as well.

It is based on a firm determination to respect others and to live lives of sisterhood and brotherhood.

War and Peace  
Peace is not obtained by a “balance of power” but is born of mutual trust among nations.

Let us move towards disarmament in every nation, putting aside national interests, so that the whole community of the humankind can find peace together. 

Some Specific Directions for Life in Fraternity
1. There is a particular structure for fraternities.  We have covered the details of this structure in other seminars.

2. There is a necessary vitality brought about by adequate formation, a permanent commitment and matured through dialog and harmonious problem solving.

3. Fraternal life is nourished by communion among members in regular and frequent meetings, by adopting means of growth in Franciscan and ecclesial life, member support and guidance from suitable and well prepared Spiritual Assistants.

The Challenges of Fraternal Life 

1. A fraternity is made up of all kinds of people, and we are not all alike. These differences should be respected.
2. The family is a victim of the forces bent to destroy and deform it.
3. Serious situations of misery, hunger and desperation caused by unemployment, lack of decent living areas, lack of education and health services, etc.

4. Fraternity must be stronger than disagreement and any possible persecution coming from our own brothers. A brother must never be abandoned!  How distant we are, oftentimes, from this fundamental teaching, in our Fraternities!
What makes it Franciscan?
The Spirit; the Charism; Humility, brotherhood

Franciscans are Christians specifically committed to the realization of fraternity.

Fraternity is to achieve communion between the Father, Jesus and the believers.

Fraternal life presents itself as the human space in which the Trinity dwells

a. Fraternity, definitely assumes, for Franciscans, a paradigmatic (a pattern or model) and fundamental value, and it characterizes itself for its deep humility and minority.
b. Free from any domination of any of them over the others
